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Pastor’s Column
Dear Church Family,
March 1 begins the Lenten Season as we make our
way to Easter. Lent is a time of searching, repenting,
and anticipation. We prepare ourselves to celebrate
the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
We seek the face of the Lord (Psalm 24:6), that is we
seek to know him more intimately and more
personally.
Like a friendship that is
strong but has been put
aside because of the
demands of life, so our
relationship with God
sometimes takes a back seat
to what seems to be
important at the time. This,
while unfortunate, is a part
of our Christian walk, times
of flourishing and times
where we may feel weary
or disconnected from our
Lord.

of Romans will no doubt shake you to your core but it
will also lift you up in powerful ways as you seek to
follow our Lord.
Will you join in the long line of saints who have found
refreshment in the presence of God? Will you seek
the face of our Savior this Lenten Season? I hope that
you will because those who seek will find and those
who knock
will have a
door opened
before them.
Such is the
will of God
and the
promise of a
loving Savior.

My prayer for
you and for me
is to reflect on
our willingness
to deny
ourselves, take up our cross and follow Jesus. We
know this is the season of March Madness but my
The church year has been designed to reinvigorate us, prayer is that we become more passionate about
to provide a time and a framework to experience the
following Christ and make this Lenten Season one to
pleasures of intimacy with our Lord and Savior, Jesus remember as we walk the journey of Jesus all the way
Christ.
to the cross!
Lent is a time of year where we hope to be refreshed.
We make some extra time in our schedules to read the
Word and to listen for the still small voice of God.
We celebrate what Christ has done for us through
special services and opportunities for prayer and
reflection.
I want to extend a special invitation to you and a
friend to come to my Romans Bible Study beginning
on the first day of Lent, March 1. We will meet in the
Lounge on Wednesday morning at 10 a.m. and on
Mondays at 7 p.m. This is an incredible way to walk
with our Lord through this Lenten Season. The Book

Yours In Christ,
Pastor Daniel

Please note, there will be a Congregational
meeting on Sunday, March 26 for the
purpose of electing one deacon. This
meeting will take place immediately
following Worship.

Save the Date
Palisades’ Praise Band, Come to Zion,
along with the Music Share Group from
Del Cerro Baptist Church is planning a
Spring concert on
Friday, April 28 at 7 p.m.
At Del Cerro Baptist Church.
More details to come.

Save the Date
Palisades’ Annual Party
March 25 at 5:00 p.m.
At Lenore Knutzen’s home

Easter Candy Needed
M.O.M (Military Outreach
Ministries) will be sponsoring their
annual Easter Egg Hunt for military
families on April 8
We will be collecting wrapped
candy and plastic Easter Eggs now
through April 2. Donations may be given in the
Church Narthex or office. Please help in giving the
children a Happy Easter.
God’s Blessings,
The Outreach Commission
Claude Wilson and Larry Klick

The party is open to all adults in
the Church. We’d like attendees
to bring a cold salad (green,
potato or macaroni), hot
vegetables or dessert to share.
Please RSVP to Lenore Knutzen
via e-mail at
LenoreKnutzen@gmail.com or
you may RSVP via phone to
Minda Merrow.

The Congregation expresses its deepest sympathy and prayers of comfort to
the family of Stephanie Tait, who went home to be with her Lord on February
14, 2017. A service will be held at a later date.
The Congregation expresses its deepest sympathy and prayers of comfort to
the family of Barbara Graham, who went home to be with her Lord on
February 18, 2017. A service for Barbara will be held on April 8 at 1 p.m.
The Congregation expresses its deepest sympathy and prayers of comfort to Ike and Lori Eishen and
family on the passing of Ike’s brother, Donald Joseph Eishen on February 22.
The Congregation expresses its deepest sympathy and prayers of comfort to the family of Marge
McCaffery, who went home to be with her Lord on February 26, 2017. Marge was a long-time member of
Palisades. She’d been living closer to her family in Thousand Oaks, most recently.
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Volunteers Needed!

PK&J is
Underway!

The beautiful living Easter
cross of lilies, given to the
Glory of God and in honor
of /or in memory of loved
ones, is an inspirational part
of the Easter services here at
Palisades. The assembling of
the cross of lilies is a special
time of fellowship and service
as well.

All youth in grades
K-8th (parents and
grandparents, too)
are invited to join
us for our midweek ministry PK&J (Parents Kids & Jesus!)
Each week, we share a meal together, sing
praises & study God's Word together, pray
together and come together in joyful
fellowship!

The Worship Commission
invites anyone interested in
helping prepare the Easter
cross to come to the church
on Saturday, April 15 at 9:00 a.m.

We meet every Wednesday from 5:30-7 p.m.
We hope to see you there! For more
information, please contact Barbara Van Meter
at 619-787-1897 or be.vanmeter@gmail.com.

No experience is necessary, just a willing heart and
joyful smile! In return we promise you an uplifting
experience as you help transform the cross to life.

The remaining PK&J Schedule is as follows:
Wednesday, March 8
Hawaiian Theme
Wednesday, March 15
St. Patrick’s Day
Wednesday, March 22
PJ’s & Cereal Night
Wednesday, March 29
Spring Break—No Meeting
Wednesday, April 3
Easter Egg Hunt

Power Play for Older Youth
Our brand new youth
group—Power Play—
meets next on Sunday,
March 26 from 3:30-5:30.

Did you know that when most people try out a new
church, they do so at the suggestion of close friends
and family? It’s not a fancy marketing campaign,
pretty building or convenient location that brings new
folks to church, it’s the personal invitation from a
family member or friend.

Students in 6th grade and up
are welcome to join us for a
fun game, Bible Study and
dinner, led by Pastor Daniel.

On Sunday, March 19, Palisades is encouraging each
of YOU to invite a friend, neighbor, family member,
co-worker or acquaintance to join us for Worship at
9:30 a.m. We’ll have a delicious pancake breakfast in
the Fellowship Hall following the worship service.

Come one, come all and join us for an
unforgettable time! Contact Pastor Daniel for more
information.
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Dear Pastor Hagmaier,
Barbara Van Meter and
Deacons,
Dear Palisades,
I feel blessed and completely overwhelmed by
the love and caring of the church family.
The celebration of Jean’s life was wonderful. I
give special thanks to Pastor Daniel, Janice
Klick, Mike Patton and of the Deacons who
helped with the memorial service.

God bless you all,
Bev Terrell

Dear Pastor Daniel,
Your service for our Aunt Winnie was simply
wonderful. One could tell you spent many hours
getting to know her “feisty” personality and
generous spirit. We were touched by your
words of kindness. Again thank you for
scheduling the memorial service prior to our
departure as we so wanted to attend.
She was a great lady – truly one-of-a-kind. We
could tell by her many caring friends that she
was special – something we always knew.
With gratitude,
Terry and Connie McVey

My family and I want to
thank all of you for the
friendship and love in
Christ that you showed for
my father, Jim Campbell,
during his years as a
member of Palisades
Presbyterian Church.
Thank you for all of the meaningful phone calls,
visits, cards, flowers and prayers over the years. Most
especially, thank you for the pastoral care you gave
him during his last days. He had a strong faith and it
meant a lot to him and our family. One of the last
things my dad said was, “If I don’t make it, the good
Lord will take care of you all.” I carry those words
with me. He was a wonderful man and dad. I will
forever be aspiring to be more like him.
Please let the Congregation members know that our
family thanks them for the caring fellowship they
provided to my dad. Going to church was a highlight
of his week. (He especially enjoyed chatting with the
ladies that sat in “his pew.”)
Wishing you peace and many blessings,
Marie Campbell Collier
P.S. I forgot to mention that my dad loved to tell me
the jokes that Pastor Hagmaier would tell during the
church services.

Dear Pastor Daniel,
You are appreciated. What
a nice memorial you gave
Bill. Everyone and I loved
the talk and humor you
added. Friends from St.
Dunstan’s said you were
easy to listen to and will be visiting our services.

Dear Palisades Family,
I just wanted to write and say thank you for the
beautiful prayer quilt. I use it every day. I am
just so thankful for all of you and your prayers.
The quilt and prayers have made me very
happy. Everyone who sees it asks where I got
such a beautiful quilt.

Kelley sang beautifully and I wanted to clap but I
was told you don’t do that at a funeral. Mike was
so nice and organized and helpful. My Deacon,
Janice, did so much above and beyond. My six
relatives from Utah, etc. were well fed at my
home. Thank you so much for being you!
Sincerely,
Sally Rister

I miss you all every much.
Thank you,
Elma Hooks
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Exploring the Riches of Romans
Romans may be the most important letter you will
ever read. It is Paul's masterpiece, the clearest and
fullest explanation of the gospel in the Bible. John
Calvin said that "if a man
understands it, he has a sure road
opened for him to the
understanding of the whole
Scripture." But watch out! Those
who study Romans are rarely the
same afterward. For example, in
the summer of A.D. 386 Augustine
sat weeping in the garden of his
friend Alypius. He wanted to begin
a new life but lacked the strength
to break with the old. Taking up a
scroll of Romans, he read the
words "Put on the Lord Jesus
Christ and make no provision for
the flesh in regard to its lusts." "No
further would I read," he tells us,
"nor had I any need; instantly at
the end of this sentence, a clear
light flooded my heart and all the darkness of doubt
vanished away."

faith. Thereupon I felt myself to be reborn and to
have gone through open doors into paradise. The
whole scripture took on new meaning, and whereas
before the `righteousness of God'
had filled me with hate, now it
became to me inexpressibly
sweet in greater love. This
passage in Paul became to me a
gateway to heaven." Two years
later he nailed his ninety-five
theses to the door of the Castle
Church in Wittenberg, and the
Protestant Reformation began!

resurrection.

We need to grasp the message of
Romans in our day as well. Many
are preaching a gospel that lacks
clarity and substance. People are
told to "invite Jesus into their
heart" or simply to "follow
Christ" without understanding the
meaning of his death and

You are invited to an in-depth Bible Study of the
powerful Book of Romans. Pastor Daniel will lead
this great study on beginning Wednesday, March 1
at 10 a.m. in the Lounge and Monday, March 6
at 7 p.m. We will continue each week thr ough
Lent and beyond! See you there!

In 1515 Martin Luther began to teach the book of
Romans to his students. He wrote, "Night and day I
pondered until . . . I grasped the truth that the
righteousness of God is that righteousness whereby,
through grace and sheer mercy, he justifies us by

Congratulations to
Palisades Power Pâtissières
Palisades was well represented at Chopped at Church, a fundraiser for
Presbyterian Urban Ministries (PUM). The Jones family—Tami,
Rebecca and Nichole, won the “Most Creative Dishes” award. Teams
from six area Presbyterian churches were given food pantry bags
(representative of what PUM distributes to its clients) and tasked with
creating a main dish and dessert using only a two-burner hot plate.

We are super proud of the Jones family and how they represented
Palisades. But we are even more proud to have been a part of the
fundraiser, which raised nearly $10,000 for PUM.
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Session Highlights—January 22, 2017
The Session met for its regular monthly meeting
on Sunday, February 26 at 11:05 a.m. in the
Lounge. Ruling Elder Wells Lyman gave the
opening devotions.

Wimie Hatchett, Stephanie Tait, and Barbara
Graham; membership is 348; March 19 is “bring a
friend to church”; looking for the pancake griddle;
Outreach: looking to r e-sponsor two groups that
they sponsored in the past; sponsorships are
remaining the same for this year; mission
payments go out quarterly; suggestion to do more
locally;

Among the items of business were the following:
Approved the January 22 Session minutes and the
February 5 Congregational minutes, as written.
Janice Klick was the representative from the Board
of Deacons.

Worship: Communion on Sunday, Mar ch 5,
the 1st Sunday of Lent; approved the Baptism of
Belle Sylvia Dawson on April 30; ordering 4 more
individual hearing devices; gearing up for Holy
Week;

Pastor’s Report – The Pastor reported on his
conference in Montreat titled, Enlightening the
Text; Session approved Mark Blackwell as
Membership Chair; accepted the resignation of
Sonny and Carol Bolton from Deacons; approved
March 26 for a Congregational meeting to elect
Yvonne DiCarlo Spadaro a Deacon; set April 9 for
her ordination/installation.

Christian Education: Er ica is wor king on a
program after PK&J ends for the summer; teaming
up with Del Cero Baptist to do joint programs; Jr.
high group going bowling today;
Clerk’s Report: Session appr oved the Gener al
Assembly Statistical Report;

Deacon Report: All committees ar e busy;
Deacon’s approved the Memorial Committee
Teams $60.00 to purchase supplies without prior
approval;
Commission Reports:

By-laws and Standing Rules: Elden r epor ted
that work on these will begin and any changes to
the by-laws will come to the Congregation in
October;

Finance: Wells Lyman, Chair , went over the
2016 & 2017 budget figures including income,
expenses, & variance for all categories; a separate
financial report for Phase II, Wedding fund, &
Deacons; giving remains about the same; facility
usage is up; looking at making buildings and
grounds a separate commission; approved Ike
Eishen to continue signing checks;

Presbytery Report: Minda Merrow and Ruth Sweet
attended the meeting at Oceanside Presbyterian
Church on Feb. 21; examined 2 women for
ordination into the ministry; installed the new
Moderator and Vice Moderator, served
Communion; report by the Interim Executive
Presbyter; Gracious Dismissal Policy is being
redone following the trial in December.

Membership: Removed fr om the r olls those
that went to the Church Triumphant: Jean Terrell,

Adjourned with prayer at 12:51 p.m.

Indulge for Lent?
Rather than sacrificing something for Lent — especially something easy and spiritually insignificant, such as
chocolate — Patty Kirk, in Guideposts magazine, suggests finding new ways to indulge in God’s presence.
Surely one can do this by having extra devotions or attending Lenten worship services. Other ideas include:





Spend time outdoors, sensing God’s magnificence.
Spend time with others, extending generosity and compassion.
Pray for the “little things,” coming before God in childlike trust and feeling peace.
Turn anxiety into prayer. As you frame concerns as prayers and entrust them to God, you “sacrifice” the
tendency to wallow in worry.
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Endowment And Major Gifts Fund
2016 was an outstanding year for Endowment and Major Gifts Fund (EMGF) at Palisades Presbyterian
Church. The Committee extends a prayerful and grateful thank you to the Congregation. Since its
inception, the Church Fund has spent $58,139 for non-budget items, the Children’s Fund spent $18,660 for
youth in the San Diego/Tijuana areas, the Legacy and Friends Fund spent $4,000 for Session-approved
Church uses.

EMGF

FY 2016

FY 2015

Church Fund

$132,621

$78,928

Children’s Fund

$ 56,129

$ 57,199

Throop Memorial

$

8,909

$ 8,415

Legacy & Friends

$

383

$

362

EXISTING ENDOWMENT FUNDS




Endowment Funds ar e cur r ently invested in New Covenant Mutual Funds
(Presbyterian Foundation). The principal must remain untouched, but interest, dividends,
and/or capital gains are available for Church use. They may be either restricted or
unrestricted; however, all withdrawals can only be used for the purposes designated by the
donor. The Endowment Funds include the following accounts:
1.

Palisades Church Endowment Fund
Only the interest, capital gains, or dividends can be used for non-budgeted Church
purposes.

2.

Palisades Children’s Endowment Fund
Only the interest, capital gains, or dividends can be used for needy children Worldwide.

Major Gift Funds ar e cur r ently invested in New Covenant Mutual Funds
(Presbyterian Foundation). Part and/or all of the fund may be used at the direction of
Session, for Church use. The withdrawal may be from either a restricted or unrestricted
account; however, all withdrawals can only be used for the purposes designated by the
donor. The Major Gifts Funds include the following accounts:
3.

Harvey Throop Memorial Fund (Youth Or iented)
All funds are available for any Church youth activity approved by Session.

4.

Palisades Legacy Partners & Friends Fund (Used for all Chur ch Missions)
All funds are available for any project approved by Session.

The EMGF Committee welcomes all questions, donations, and suggestions.
Bob Miller, Chair

EMGF
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Palisades Staff
Senior Pastor:

Reverend Dr. Daniel Hagmaier

Pastoral Asst. for Church Ministries:

Barbara Van Meter

Church Secretary:

Melodi Denton

Choir Director:

Kelley Hart

Contact Us
Palisades Presbyterian
6301 Birchwood Street
San Diego, CA 92120
(619) 582-0852

Organist/Contemporary Music
Leader

Chelsea Kerr

Assistant Organist:

Steve Parker

Contemporary Music Coordinator:

Glenn Osga

Praise Band Lead Vocalist:

Erica Johnson

Nursery Supervisor:

Michele Marx

Chief Custodian:

Zack Gilman

Communications Coordinator:

Joyce Pritchett

Contact@palisadespres.org
Visit us on the web at
www.palisadespres.org
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